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“~- in Captain Christian Stake

February 34, 1939

o
u—%mr
Jacob Barnits
Margaret Didiex W. 3066
2704 mMesinore Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Madami

Reference is made to your letter in which
you request ihformation in regard to EInsign Jasod
Barnitg, Swope's Pennsylvaia Battalion of the
Flying s Var of the Revolution.

The data whioh follow were obtained from
paperg on file in claim for pension, W.

_—based |on_disability of J%iﬁ?y"" and on his

pervice in the Revolutio

W dat s Jacob Barnits was born in York, Pennsylvania,
%‘JV @ ar

date not stated. He was the son of Charles Barnits
and wife, Barbara.

Jacob Barnits volunteered sometime in July,

1778, then about eighteen ¥eu| old, was an ensign
s oompany, in Jolonel

Swope's Pennsylvania Battalion of the Flying Olg,
marohed from York, Pennsylvania, to Ford washington,
and on Noveamber 1& 1776, when Fort Vashington was
captured by the British, Jacob Barnits was wound
in both legs, takem prisoner and ocarried to New York,
where he ored many hardships wmmhﬁ
Te 1778, and returned o his home in »
Pm:{ -

Jacob Barnisz was pensioned under the Aot of
June 7, 1785, on acoount of disability resulting



from the 'aundl referred to herein.

Jacob Barnitz died April 16, 1828 in York,
Pennsylvania. -

~ Jacob Barnitz married September 33, 1784 in
Work, Pennsylvanis, lary McClean. The date and
lace of her birth are not given; she was the
er of Archibald MoClean, and wife, Amm.

The widow, Uary Barnitz, was allowed pensiom
on her applioatlon executed September 13, 1838, at
which time che was aged seventy-six years, and &
resident of the Borough of York, Penneylvania.

The mames of the children of Jacob Barni¥s
- and wife, Mary, are chown as follows=

Rebeccah born October 168, 1790
Jacob "  august 238,(year not givenm)

In 1838 George Barnitz was one of the Judges
of the Court of York County, Pennsylvania; it was
not stated that he was related to the tanh

The papers on file in this cleim contain mo
further discernible data relative to family.

In order to obtain the date of last paymemt
of pension, name and addiress of person "
possibly the date of death of this pensiomer, you
should apply %o The Comptroller General, General
Accoumting Office, this city, and furnish the
following data~

Barnits, widow of Jaocodb Barnisz

Qertificate # 333

Issued September 14, 1838

Rate $190.68 per anmum
Commenced March 4, 1838
Aot of 7, 1830

_ Penneyl

Vary truly yours

' A. D. HILLER
Executive Assistant
%o the Administrator

NONSELECTED RECORDS
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DOCUMENTS.
THE BILL

'RELIEF OF JACOB B'ARNITZ};

Presented this day. w

WASHINGTON CITY:
A. & @, wAT, PRINTERS:

;T’é/

JANUARY 18, 1809. &

Fftg’* "“t)j-/"";\ 4
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“‘ & i Quarters, though little better or more comfortabe
i o nmy own. My wounds getting worse, a boarg
TR 3 \ s ©of surgeons: was talled " to consider my  case, ang
, ' ! ;grm:l the amputation-of on¢ of my legs must be
DOCUMENTS, j Tesorted to; but on a second consultation it Was con.
=

cluded, that in my. then fow state and cold uncom.

fortable situation, destitute of ev “conyenience,

y amputation would be too hazardous an experiment,
i My brother officers then employed one of the princ;.
pal Hessian surgeons to attend me (who was one of

the consulting surgeons). I, however, g:'xpcri'eneed no

change for the better, and through the intérposition

of my captain’s friends, and the influence of my sur.

geon, I procured private lodgings, though at double

the expense of the other officers. One of my- wounds

now became mare alarming; a large abscess formed

in my thigh, which was afterwards twice lanced ; the

leg was also laid open at several places, in search of

YORK, Yamyary 7, 1809.

SIR, s my unfortunate case to you.nl_sll:a;g
e :Nw::“;‘:‘lﬁ' itz im(:a:héeofar:)gty:; and being
Y70, beiog Hheh t:_lgl‘;}c;:: lyxmes and the love of m

: £ ! y Wit
- S SPE? marched out to the Jersey,
c"gur;‘u&,ﬁ:t :::icng’reccived a commission of Ensigncy

€ I s

i el Swope’s
in captain Stake’s company, it c(;l::; et

g ia flying :
afion of the Pennsylvania fiying to fort Washing-
; ‘:g:::zd to fort Lee, mdna?\fer‘;g?\suo&cmbern 1776,

, the ball and §plinte[s of the bone. " I was then ver
i = -}9w, apd my life dquzucg ?f."I contmucl:ld in dpainf‘uf,«
ssland. e : the .com- . - ngering state until April following, when one of m
ton, Q“QY:‘?:;ied by the British arm)ha::‘;o me time ! wounds, in the-right k:ﬁ’ was healed, and the other ﬂl{
:;:; of general Howe, and :ﬁ; ﬁfme in each of my peared to mend. At this time my surgeon, being or-
i shot wo! ’ d of battle,
I received two gun & on the fiel

risoner ' et
!cr%:‘, taggm‘\”c:i ﬁk;:ziw?éd from u;: cne}ng ’w“l’lfse ¥n zxs‘ \
e tr : i
ected, or as oldie hoge B
e sucl; :?sx(;l’;; fault, would have c(ll:rs:i“,the K
f‘l)\?zexiw;ay after the battle ‘ﬁgd:::c;\ iy
: s ked by coly, PR Ry
s smppet} i s tted with ‘the bl
swc‘:li(ll)s 'I‘t}‘x:: ‘:n:l‘::el ‘;,voas, with l:)ur o‘;h:}x;e:\;o;\ot:;léedé
wounds. to New ¥York, an e
!la“legoﬁ t::gc%(:\‘fsomble hou?e, 1;1 r::::tinzd T
:?c a ? attendance ?nd supp! y‘snﬁ‘crcd e e

1
about Are secks, d;?gu?é‘;c;enin worse and more

g brother offigers, -being thex:
‘ M ;gxnﬁ;l i dayie ﬁﬁ” me, and found :nz'o Sltthu;t i
tion ;‘%‘;&gz’ that they removed m (

dered off with his regiment, récommended to me
doctor Bower, the surgeon general in the New York
hospital, an amiable man and eminent surgeon. I ac.
cordingly employed him, and he and his son attended
me during the remainder of my captivity. I was at
considerable expense in paying the surgeons, board.
ing and other attendance during my imprisonment on
account of my wounds.  On the 16th of February,
,« 1778, I received a note from commi Loring, in-
forming me, I was exchanged. I'then had recovered

so far as to walk a ljttle with a crutch and cane, al-

though my wounds were yet very sore and painful, I /

then left New York in company with our commissary

i of ‘prisoners, Mr. E. Boudinot, (who had come to M
New York by order of general Washirigton and con.
gress, 1o settle certain disputed Points concerning our

%

) B
e
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" prisoners), and, with colonel Atlee, and several other .

ﬁw privates: Larrived, after a tedious, ex-
{;: ve and Papg\f_iﬂ journey. of near four weeks, at
Xor ,‘iﬂ!y nau,vedphd.e- The woutid in my left leg
was.: egpél‘q an l:'ery pd'mful.’:‘id;'én plied ttiv_l,’ and
employed a French surgeon, re iding ip York, who at-
ten'dcg me for some time. Aﬁc:w:&s,‘ in.guccession,
1 employed docters Ream, Sensenig, Otho, Ludwig,
Lostetter, David Jameson, Morris, "Thomas Jame-
son, Spangler and doctor Study. I also consulted
.gdoctor Hall and doctor Wistar, of Philadelphia. At
the recommendation of my doctors, I went onc season
and made use of the vaters of Berkley ‘springs, and
two seasons I used the Sulphur spring waters in
Adams eounty in this state, all'which was attended
with comsiderable expense to me.

In the fall.of 1803, my wound, which was always
open. and discharg;_n% “became more painful and
alarming ; and in February, 1804, doctor Thomas
Jameson, my attending physician, recommended call-
ing in doctors Morris and Spangler, who were accord-
ingly employed. { was then confined to my bed and
gchamber; the inflamation increased, and a large ab-
scess was formed, whioh was brought to a head and
Janced in March, 1804. A second was formed, and

lanced in May following. My case appearing despe-
rate ; amputation was résolved upon as a last expedi-
ent; and my case was stated to doctor Wistar, with 2
request that he would come and perform the ogenuon,
or in case he could not, to prevail on doctor hysick.
Neither of thém could come, but desired that I should
be brought to Philadelphia in-a litter; this, however,
was found impossible, as I was then so weak and in
such pain that T could :\h(;t be r;x:gvcd. hDm:tor Stu¢i
dy, of Maryland, was then aj ied to; he came, an
nl":ei' a short time I felt w\s'uggﬂble relief; the wound
and apenings began to mend and continued to grow
better, and 1 March, 1805, large exfoliations 0 the
wone took place, which gave me great relief. The

wounds still. remained open. discha
::'omumeqd,}he;c being fp\gre b’p':r?i?)s: Eﬁ:; Jeg av thrgn:
e P.l:l:ng:lmmt the years 1805 and 1806, 1 felt
ke g!:u':‘ than; | hadlat any time in twenty years before.
o ms my wounds re;mamed still open and priheal
- 180'7dmm' rge coutinued copious, Inthe summer
. oEEE my: paiy inareased, and.in the fall T wag
L confined : inflamations appeared and becime
dM:lg\, llhgolifgt}??:), ﬁ%‘am limced, 'agd on'the 10ih
of March, 5 the was exyracted, when a gre:
exioliaton of the bone took .pl a e
during .the summer; byt I re pidv(z-ed 'dt:d cgntmugd
found my constitution wusting and ;;k;:hcf, nig.::d
continual: hectic fevers. ! Sl Tl
msg:lcuz‘ Wistar Jast A,u_gust passed through York on
Wio_uz' b(t:’r‘m:; he examm(.:d my leg and wounds and
e e e e e St
cooler; and I should g;ih:(r)nl:ord: ‘le wg?t T
tain symptoms of healing appeur:dm]lg‘ )',l bnshal
in a lingering state, and finally I n:;sc.)lvzu l-ufuuwd
ngu@&n?g, to which, while ever a hop_ed x}:n;,:g::l?f
. c)lilrarm: abating and - becoming jeven tojerable, my
mimgﬂ as a husband and a father forbade 'my sub;
o i als in my case it was always deemed a ver, 'y
Physicl; ?6?;:?;:;;&1 ::{Jpli/l:d todoctor Wistar anﬁ
Physi . As 1he medic es hac
{:::rt. clommenced, neither of them cou?cli l:fttl:nrjs }l;‘:g
’ d‘m. y reecommended doctor May, of Lanc;stc; a
judicious and adequate surgeon for the pur. ose. s;
:(;médmgly sent for doctor May, who, with {l)lis .ar:
rationomor h‘cArcher, attended and performed thc% :
vk on t“ jOthof last month (December) with S:e
From this m:lg:tm essi(;"n e Spangier. ‘
5t » 8If,,'you may j
great and continual expense thave bé‘;n':?frif fs‘uhri

_gicel assistance and other necessary care, for 32 years,

without any allowanee or cof i

4 / € mpensation, 5

rerings d.u.r-,mg all this period, no &an '::u.t(;f»‘::’lvf:ua&
- ¢ :
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' uzz oxcepnich, T i conbciousness of having
“wmcm' cmfm B ot heble ause, | Howevet feek
e diein 1A JusE and noble cause; L ROWS

satisied ;&whil_eg-nugz a s:ttfqlz country will make

AR R R ==
fiie just remuneration for tamneg andwa y
unliappy Case FeqRitetl ) 6o BARNITZ.
o the Aororadle 1
James KBLLY, €2,

——

L fmetis oractitioner of physic and
Jameson, practitioner O ,
! Tho:'::;:g i:n York’ town, in the state ogegcﬁ:. ‘
“f{gc?a’ do hercby certify, that 1 have mmcm .
;::cg;‘ Barnitz, the_subscriber “:f, the mwl‘;; :
tained in fhe forégoing pages, @ locc-siome s el
his wound for the space of twelv gh il
during the said tine he suffered much 2 ey
uring fis that ‘the foregoing amym;«_:_ s
Kie:;p:: f;rts ‘ yam“::\dt}nm:s my father,
5. corfect and true; : e
t;:g;;r m‘é Jaxi\tson-i; ;my dead, attended him,
i nsiderablé time. .
e %‘Iﬁxe;‘i:';‘hma the 7th day of J:;\u?nrz A.D
onie thousand eight hundred and minc.

THOMAS J AMESON.
ey

v in the state of
ler, of York towh, 1n '
Peln’n]s;ll‘:"aig?l;ﬁmt'iﬁm\‘cr o:'l p&;sﬁran;ia ;uﬂ;ggy‘;\ i?zo,
mplo; . Jacob
:e:v‘fi:ft)i:dlehdl ;:dw;iza;lcs o§cer, as stated in his depo-

: -3
sition before contained. That the foregoing co!

; X E
ined statement made and signed tays’hi:z; :z ::: :d
myie aintance with his €48€ FfCEG i for near
tt“":i:ty ygr: ;:s::cth:: w’ask}ame, occasioned by
- ed sickly.
h::p‘\:;‘tli,;?\s"wa:sd ;egpf;::ned, doctors  May, Archer,
al

That after the.
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Jaineson and myself, examined the ampuiated part of

his Ieg, and found the upper extremities of the bones
of the leg mostly destroyed by caries’; a foul and ilk
eonditioned ulcer of considerable extent :and accom.
‘panied by an offensive discharge ;. himself wasting by

a Constant heetic;; all which would soon have brought

en dissolution, or rendered amputation inadmissible.
Witness my hand the 7th January, A. D. one
thousand cight hundred and ning.

JOHN SPANGLER.

1, Michael Schrhyser, a captain in the revolutionary
war, in colonel Swope’s battalion of the Pennsylvania
flying camp, .do hereby certify, that I was well acs
quainted with Jacob Barnitz, in the foregoing state-
ment named,. before the war; that I was taken pri-
soner with him and taken to New York; that while a
prisoner, I had full opportunity ‘of knowing his dis-
tressed situation on account of the severe wounds he ;
received, as I was permitted’ to visit him, and saw
him almost daily, and at the request of his friends I

paid particular_ attention to him; that his sufferin

on account of his wounds were extreme, and that his
life was long despaired of ; that I have also been in-
timately atquainted with the said Jacob Barnitz since
that time, and well knew his situation ; and Ido here-
by certify, that the statement contained in the fore-

going pages, made and signed by him, and which I
have examined, is to the
and true.

best of my knowledge correct

Witness my hand the 7th January, A. D. one
thousand eight hundred and nine. -

MICHAEL SCHMYSER.

]

AR N S sl
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On the 7th day of January, anno dominf, one thou-
send eight hundsed and nine, before me, John Morris,
‘esquire; notasy-p blic for the vealth of Penn-

sylvania, duly commissioned and sworn, (residin
i1 the borough of York im the said. commonwealth)-
rsonally appeared Jacob Barnitz, doctor Thomas
ameson, doctor John Spangler, and Michael
Schmyser, and on their 'solemn oath, respectively
taken, do severally declare and say, that the statement
and several certificates contained in the foregoing
ges, by them respectively made and subscribed,

are just and true.

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my

hand and notarial seal on the day abovesaid.

(. s.) i JOHN MORRIS,
Notary Public.

=

1, John M. Donald, late a captain in the revolu-
tionary war, in colonel Swope’s battalion of the Penn-
sylvania flying camp. do hereby certify, that I was
well acquainted with ensign Jacob Barnitz, of captzin
Stake?s company of said battation ; that he wasan ac-
tive, brave and enterprizing young officer, much
esteemed by all his brother officers: and soldiers ; that
on the unfortunate 16th day of November, 1776,
when the British army attacked fort Washington on
York island, the said Jacob Buarnitz, received two
severe gun shot wounds in_his legs, was taken pri-
soner on the field of battle, and was severely treated
by the enemy, having been s!r'w;cd naked, that_he
was afterwards taken to New York with our other
wounded soldiers, there lodged ina cold, disagreeable
place, without fire or other hecessaries ; that as soon
as 1 and his brother. officers were permitted on parole
¥t wulk the streets of New York, we visited him, and

. o

R

e

10

and finding him in a very distressed situation, we
removed him to our quarters. His wounds getting
worse, a board of surgeons met and concluded upon
the amputation of one of his legs. “Ona second meet
ing, however, they determined that in his weak and
uncomfortable situation, amputation would. be 60
bazardous an- expedient. An eminent surﬁ:ml be-
longing to the Hessian army was then emp yed to
nttenq him; he still grew worse;,his leg was Janced
and laid open in search of theball. We were after-
wards ordered on Long island, except captain Schmy-
ser, who was permitted to remain in New York to at-
tend to his wants; he continued ill and suffered much
pain, and his life was despaired of a considerable time.
Heafterwardsgot something betterand wasexchanged.
Some time after I was also exchanged, and on my ar-
rival athome I visited him and found that he was quite
lame in one of his legs, and that the wound in one of
his legs was still open and very painful, and continued
so until lately, when he was obliged, to save hislife, to
suffer the painful operation of an amputation. Ifurther
certify, that the said Jacob Barnitz had the fairest
propect of a speedy promotion in our army had he
not been thus wounded and disabled ; and from my
knowledge of his situation, 1 believe no man alive
has suffered more on account of our country than he
has; further, there are but few of his brother officers
now alive, who bore witness to his sufferings, viz.
captains Schmyser, Dritt and myself. !
Witness my hand the 11th day of January, A. D.
one thousand cight hundred and nine.

JOHN M. DONALD.

o

_ Onthe 11th January, 1809, before me John Mor-
ris, esquire, notary public for the commonwealth of
Peunsylvania, residing in the borough of .York in
said commonwealth, personally appeared captain



1

John' M. Donald, ‘the subscriber, to the foregoing
statement of the case of Jacob Barnitz, and on his so-
lemn oath ‘doth say, that the same is: just and
true. - Given under my hand and notarial ‘seal at
York the day aforesaid. Y
(z.8.) JOHN MORRIS,

Notary Public.
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2704 Elsinore Avenue
Baltimore, Md.
January 5, 1939

Veterans Administration
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen: ReiRevolutionary Viar Pension Records

The Adjutant General's office of the War Department
has referred me to you for any information you may have
concerning the Revolutionary War record of ENSIGN JACOB BARNITZ
of Swope's Pennsylvania Battalion of the Flying Camp.

I am especia.lly anxious to find out just how long Z

this officer served in the Continental Army and the dates
of enlistment and discharge.

Very truly yours, p&w

i« R. ier
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